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Tidy Towns Award for Canal House, Ballinasloe
The Board of Management at Canal House, Ballinasloe Training 

Workshop is very proud that the Centre recently received a prize, a 

first in the Tidy Towns competition for its wonderful garden which 

was designed by the trainees through the FETAC horticulture 

module. The Board are also pleased to welcome Mr. Padraig Lyons, 

who has recently been appointed co-ordinator of the newly 

refurbished centre. The Centre enjoys a close working relationship 

wiht the Probation Service and are planning the development of 

several new service intiatives in the year ahead.
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Re-valued and re-cycled 
Following the recent move from our Smithfield Chambers offices to 

the new Dublin Haymarket office, the Service had a large quantity 

of surplus office furniture on hand - 1,080 items in all. After 

communicating with all our regional offices and funded projects, 

over 880 items were either re-directed or recycled with a small 

amount stored for upcoming projects. The significance of this 

enterprise can be gleaned from the fact that one Project supplied 

with 66 items was estimated to have had a saving of 5,000 on 

projected expenditure.

A very special year

www.probation.ie

Celebrating a century of change

Marking a very special year in the life of 

the Probation Service.

What we achieved in 2007:

-  To create county boundary team structure

 - To set up assessment teams in Dublin,  

  Cork, Limerick

 - To establish new dedicated teams in 

  Counties Kildare, Cavan and Wicklow.

 - To double our Probation resources in 

  Limerick

 - To create a National Young Persons 

  Probation Division to drive out the 

  community sanctions of the Children Act 

  in conjunction with the Irish Youth 

  Justice Service. Setting up of a high-risk 

  team to take the lead in this important 

  priority area.

A new home in Haymarket

Michael Donnellan, Director

he Minister for Justice, Equality 

and Law Reform, Mr. Dermot 

Ahern, T.D., officially opened the Dublin 

Offices of the Probation Service in 

Haymarket, Smithfield, on Wednesday 

17th September 2008 and launched the  

2007 Annual Report - a report marking a 

century of probation in Ireland. 

Commenting on the Report, the 

Minister said: "This Annual Report marks 

a century of probation service in Ireland. 

The Service has gone from strength to 

strength in an everchanging Ireland.  This 

report gives a good overview of the core 

work of the Service, namely the assessment 

and supervision of offenders.  In 2007 

alone, close to 9,000 assessment reports 

were prepared by Service personnel and 

about 8,000 cases were referred to the 

Service for supervision." 
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Michael Donnellan, Director, presenting the Probation Service 2007 Annual Report to the Minister for 

Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Mr. Dermot Ahern, T. D. at the official opening of the new Probation 

Service Dublin Office in Haymarket, Smithfield.
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Family Law
Many staff will remember that the 

Probation Service has a long history of 

involvement with the Family Law Courts. In 

general our reports to the courts dealt with 

the complex issues of custody and access 

arrangements for children whose parents 

were separating or divorcing. These reports, 

called Section 47 Reports, are requested 

under the Family Law Act 1995 which 

specifically mentions probation officers as 

nominated professionals to prepare these 

reports. Our most recent involvement dates 

back to 2003 when a successful twelve month 

Pilot Project was established at the request of 

the President of the Circuit Court.

During the intervening period the 

Judiciary have continued to press for a return 

of this service and a key recommendation of 

Carol Coulter’s report on “Family Law 

Matters” included the recommendation that 

the role of the Probation Service should be 

expanded to provide a service which could 

provide expert and impartial advice to the 

courts on both the views and welfare of 

children in family law disputes.

In response to these requests the 

Probation Service, in partnership with the 

Courts Service, have initiated a Family Law 

Courts reports service which in the first 

instance will provide Section 47 Reports at 

the request of the Circuit Courts in Dublin, 

Cork and Limerick. 

The Probation Service has a key 

coordinating role in this initiative and the 

assessments, in the main, are completed by 

contracted retired or ex- probation officers, 

most of whom have considerable experience 

in this field. 

This service has become available and 

operational since the Trinity Court Sitting of 

this year. There have been 11 referrals 

nationally to date.

 

 

'Probation meets Prevention' 
Conference in Leipzig 

New Community Office in 
Kilcarn, Navan

The official opening of the new Probation 

Service office for County Meath took place 

in Navan on Tuesday, 30th September.  

Michael Donnellan, Director, speaking at the 

opening, thanked all concerned, particularly 

the Office of Public Works and our County 

Meath based staff, for their contribution to 

the development of this new location for 

the team, which re-establishes our 

presence in Navan at the new Government 

Offices in Kilcarn.
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