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In July, 2005 the National Crime Council (NCC), in association with the Economic and Social
Research Institute (ESRI), published the first ever large scale study undertaken to give an
overview of the nature, extent and impact of domestic abuse against women and men in inti-
mate partner relationships in Ireland.  The study was commissioned by the NCC and based on
a survey conducted by the ESRI of a nationally representative statistical sample of over 3,000
adult women and men, as well as focus group interviews with Traveller and immigrant women. 
The study draws a distinction between severe abuse, defined as ‘a pattern of physical, emotional
or sexual behaviour between partners in an intimate relationship that causes, or risks causing, sig-
nificant negative consequences for the person affected’ and isolated minor incidents that do not
form a pattern of behaviour and do not have a severe impact. The two types of behaviour differ
in their impact and in the profiles of those affected. The study focuses on severe abuse which is
likely to call for an intervention from the Criminal Justice System and/or place demands on sup-
port services for victims.


